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PANCHAYATI RA};INSTITUTION AN
, ;INSTRUMFNT OF POLITICAL PARTICIPATION
5 AND EMPOW}:RMENT FOR WOMEN

e companion of nmnsg:ﬂed with eqzml‘ mental capacities. She has

he m;ht ta par rticipate i m Hze mmu tes detmlc Of the activities of man. She has the
{XJ} NN N : :

- M.K. Gandhi

en need to pammpate In
n'zkmg SO ’chat naturahze

_ : frompohhcal arena
S Patmarchal‘lEgag |

~ participate achvely and fully in the pohtlcal dlscuqamn of the
nation. The Balwant Rai Mehta Committee on Panchayati Raj
System insisted that rural women should be made equal partners

in its developmental affalrs as a contrlbutor TheConstztutmnaf
Amendment (73 :

recognition to t -as st
government have opened anew era for "gr

in India. Panchayati Raj Institution implies decentrahsaﬂm;‘f’f ; ;
power, whlch are acting as the units of self governn tthe
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Vs participatic
[ t levels, will ensure & and foster vs,[()nrl((ljwn} 1ffalri, Wl:;:
ywest leve 2 ¢
1:1“:(:lmu .md .\dmmlstmtmn l() run thei ublic llfc Women
‘ l
have ‘hun given pnwm but lh(' are seen as af 7% “ d o ;r
£ s » TAralal el A )Ime:
snhancement, notas ]mhhu\lvnllmw Thus, these el¢ I
ek ds or fathers or sons and very
were only fronts for their husbands ¢ tiny B orance
X ear ¢ '
often did not attend the panchayats out of fe &

However, through the PRIs women take an active
participation in decision making process, which paye the way
for women empowerment. It gives women’ 8 rlght to “free and
full” mdependence and made them to set their own judgement,

This “Grass root democracy” is thc modern form of direct
democracy /

The present paper isan ]
democracy and to undersfandmg h’

’d,mconvemences faced by
,nchayat Ra] Instltunons

indered fhe partxmpatxon and
hoPRs

P{;htmal part;cxpaﬁi na d (:mpowelment are interconnected
process, they occur at th - same time. Participation is an
egsentia ng,mdy '

muitxdm kel of @mpowerment Empowerment is a
> Epional dy namic CQRCﬁPtf The concept of women

: L2218 Py ommantly become a focus on political

paii rﬁammpatmn‘” ”’hf.: constitutj

L ’ 1o0na soarding

© 4 reservation fop we | Amendment Bill 73rd regarding

on the role of ’Mmen in PRIs has become a restricted discourse
, P women in formal representative institutions of

: demsxon,
i makmg In thls prou,s,b _empowerment of women




omic and cultural processes in

owerment” includes overall

loyment, legislative

1ealth and awareness.
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outcome of the process, by which women gai
over material and intellectual resources, an
ideology of patriarchy and“géndei'—b‘as“e‘d dlscrlmtrtl,
women in all the institutions and fabrics of society.
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Inshort empowerment means the re
subsrdmatmn, through radical change 1r
mntrol over women s /Maou an d
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PRI: Ant Instrument of Political Participation.,. 31

All the models of democmrv can be broadly divided into
two categories. One is direct dcm()cracy It may be called

~participatory democracy, Another broad type of democracy is

representative democracy. or indirect democtacy.

Participatory democtacy, a type democracs y which is
emphasises on the broad involvement of people in the
direction and operations of all types of institutions in a political
system. Participatory democracy means a democracy which is
conducted by people’s active or direct participation. It is that
type of democracy where people assemble at an open place

| 3‘ - and directly partmxpate in all the deliberations. It never permits
its functions to be performed through representatives. People
themselves: en]oy suPreme power and Dby exercising it they enjoy

the absolute authority to take decisions which generally affect
the state or body politic. Part1c1patory democracy is the critical

both the classxcal and I odern democratic theory.

1ke } S'.y Mﬂl;,j*'Rousseau and Bentham
d the need for parhcxpahon of people in

Pohhcal h

1. It ensures true freedom
- An equal rlght to self development

- Decent "1“sa fpower, both vertically and horizontally
A Devel‘op f politic

Open—ms’atutlonal system

Concern for collectwe problems

Participation every walk of life

Accoun/‘t»ability; and

Contribution to the formation of a knowledgeable citizenry.

The aim of participatory democracy has been best described
by Rousseau. If the law and general administration is meant
for people, it is logical that behind this law and running the
admmxstra’non there shall lie the consent of the people. He said,

“every law the people have not ratified in person is null and void.”

Mill has argued that-‘hrough the participatory democracy
the development of human being can be achieved. The most

- important aim of it is to make people interested in the political,
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wes of the state. Through this the
~irg are their own. In othe
hink that the state affairs are th'(b] ditp they
will \em-?x to ‘l“\ make 6 ple more responsible. Its anothey
words, 1t Wi

. o ities of man.
is to kindle up the innovative quah?les e Unaer
is to D cople are given a constructive

legal, and economic proc
- '

purpose pEeE
the participatory dt‘n'\m.mnylh(., o=
role by actually initiate the policies.

As Pateman says, “it enhances a sense of e‘.?s‘tran‘gege‘z‘;rrl]tsfrﬁc:g
power centres, nurture§ a concern foraollectn.ve problem é
contributes to the formation of an active and knowledgeable
citizenry capable of taking a more acute interest in government
affairs.” Participatory democracy has been given privilege to the
marginalised sections of the society at the local levels.

Women empowerment through 73rd and 74th Amendmeat
(constitutional) Acts is a new dimension in Indian democratic
discourse. As the women h\ake‘?up;hal}f of the population of
India, their participation at grass roots politics is very essential
to make the democratic governance more participatory and
successful. From the Kothari’s point of view “a successful
democracy means a greater involvement of participation of
people in the political system (Rethinking Democracy-2005).”
Panchayati Raj Institutions haye always been considered as a
neans to good governance, The 73rd Constitutional Amendment
had structured for better governance which would provide

political space to the disadvantaged sections of the society like
SCs, STs and Women,

Women'’s Participation in Panchayats

Poy sustainable economic and social d
place in any country, it iy
in the politica]
there

evelopment to take
it is necessary that people participate
‘ process. At present, across the country today,
'@ marked pregence of women in the panchayats. 73rd
constitutional Amendment Act (1992) created space for women
" political pay ticipation and decision-making at the grass root
level by Providing that 1 /31d of the seats would be reserved for
‘\i\;)om'(flr? all over the country. Thig'is eatitaatedittat mare t.har}
- levelss “ participation in the political process at thf? gr‘];i.
> have helped women, to break out traditional moy




33

itt“g t&?t?gqt »1 he Provision of the Pmchayat Ra] Act by all the
SoiR ‘33“@1:1;@ Presence of approximately 7.95 million
| iya‘c Raj System at the village, block and
-ne-third (1/3) of chair pescm“at three levels of
. ; Nistration about 76,200-
this way r premwauve democracy.wnli
Exass mot levels b

illage ley ay
levels and’“Zlna parlshad at the district levels.
for the reservation of not less than 1/3(i.e.33. 33%

ty. I ‘V ite:

tio is very Jow. Several
men’s low participation. A
number of studles on politi 1 participation and represenhnog
¥ have presented that women n general are less mte.resteld and
participative in politics than men. This has usually exp. am;a

 that women are. Iesqeducated and less expoqed to mass medi
med of political issues. Such an explanaho: \
‘simplification of the fact that women -

! and
are less parhmpahve in poh y a"t’mftf,tt;ﬁ?ed 10, -
representation by Women m thﬁ’ POhthg carmot be 5 S
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Motabb;, Alay,

Id consider the pOWer structure of SOCiety

Oneshoy rms of resources.

drmature. . : ,
their natu possession 11 te

and women low
and Challenges in Wom . 2
of reservation for womern, effective participatiop,

in PRIs has failed due to misuse and mampulat;:sr; };5; the locg]
power brokers. Ignorance and uncortsc1ousq V"/Omer;
about their rights and procedures and about 'theur potential qnd
responsibilities has kept them far bagkward in the local bodies;
It is very much doubtful that only increase in the' number of
reserved seats for women in local bodies is likely to increase the
participation of women. Unless and until structural changes are
broughtabout, a sincere effort s to launch, educate women and
power structures existing in rural areas ére neutralised, women
empowerment is impossible fully. Women representatives
often run into barriers (social and cultural) and are hindered
from participating effectively. They hesitate to speak especially
when they are in large n ale dominated assemblies, Those who

muster up enough courag speak, receive very
served that women are

en’s Participation in PR]g
Problems

In spite

little respect or attentior
invited only to complete t

ity have together created a
presentatives are facing
ile playing their roles and

There are a number of
e women's participationin
g articipation and empowerment
o womenin rura] politics can be éétréggries --srt]ifﬁ:}r)al cultural
and Institutiona], . L, pet s ; :

Family, state anc

Structural factor
omen's paticipat
percepion i oL Of these basi resorces. A gence
role is to cook fond 4 Qund the WOrId is that wqmen"s\m;ﬁ)t?!

00d, take care of the children and household
velopin;g countries only the reproductive role

i Uns!er;sugh;gircu\ms_tancés,‘ 1“5 &

Prlse the ;”SL;ppU s1de variables.
elections will largely depend on




R T AR

R

‘empowerment, A

Wil Elected wome

their qualitative and quantitative participa
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system may algg impact wom
e

. Part from thes
oy . | e
faced by women represe

I Non«cooper

n's political participation and
. the other issues and challenges
ntatives are follows.

ation of the male me

on the basis of senide mbers that they primarily face

r discrimination.

N members are sometimes 1« d ] 1
e o ] ¢ times used as dolls behind
heir husband ot ten in the family. In many parts of India

especially in notthern states the husband performs the duties

of the women pradhans and grdm sabha members in lieu of
the women themselves, ‘

&5

Often the men of the village do not accard them the respect
and regard that is their due. Officials take advantage of their
Inexpetience and poor education.

4. Overburdened with family responsibilities.

5. Poorsociosconomich
~come into the

ic background with which the women have
ng capacity building.

6. Closed socialisation process is one of the major impediments
~ of women political participation and empowerment.

tis Ve ous ths ratior ”s?not\‘?n‘?ughbecause
articipation due to
empowerment is
( ver to women. This is a
‘process, which involves sincerity, earnestness and capacity and

CapABliEORHE part of both the sexes. Itlsavewchaﬂengmg \

lage india

women cannot take

in Shah
2 and subordinate

it requires enhancing

In order to empower rural women i , Sabiv
Inorder fogemp tion. Their qualitative

pation can be achieved through training besides of €O
"édiiiéaati"orialpr@ grammeSSPE‘Clal pmgra;ml ;ureg Sy
women in PRIs on rights of WVOTIER andPY;‘SC emedia
shoti]d be prepared and hlghhghted thggugh the ma

e hequaht"‘}f ghilg
o O 4 T litical ‘system, There shotlld
Participation in the socio- political sy Stem\.r:;1 partic mahgnit
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»vmman verally atarls
ndenge and it heg

Moy ol re:%;w le fﬁbm of

‘and training - women lack interest in PRI on ﬁm:m””‘ .
oo attitude to PRIy by the Unton and States

Sae

nerate zeal wm\m themselves to i |
They would be ik
tking of iy

Depauience upon men szm‘ﬂhrhlhoué‘ In India anpvs; g rirl
remains dependent upon the athm bmthm or muwmnd Hus
feeling continues in their m 2.

building training to girls
mdependent. Unless and

Forum to exchange ideas: Requirement fo
- Elected women representatives of

a regular interval and tormulate mte'
manner, they would be mo

£

o
#,

Women from SC and ST categorie

with representatives of general cat
problem, it is nece

and to bring attitud
.. of the upper classe

ssary to inculcate conf:dence among them
dinal change through trammgl




PRI An' nt of Poli
‘ p‘ | An”va.‘lSt.rum&entof Politicg] Participation

- =POWerient of Hival Wit sk i |
i ) al Women ~ .

through reservations bt Men can be made possible not only

of dis-en ONS but it also requires removal of
empowerment whe| lires removal of the causes
psychological. ether social, cultural, political and

8. The prevaili
a : .
ils no}t l‘eagllmtg md]‘e dominated power structure in the village
0 special an dyf'? accept women as chairpersons. This requires
R i geservation for women from top to bottom.

9. R ; ST
Ietqﬁ‘a(ﬁms th abolish gender discrimination in order to pay
mportance to women and their empowerment.

10. Need Qf motivation by women MLAs and MPs. Women MLAs
and MPs should visit frequently the elected representatives of
.TPRIS to solve the problems faced by the rural women members.
‘They should help and encourage them to take decision

e ol - o e Sl s

ie }‘ionally. and;indepéﬁaenﬂyig

i
Rl Bt v

CONCLUSION

rights and opportunities
, race and colour, social
\ provisions exist only

ms of their access to power structure
the development programmes of a

suppressed or unutili d could hardly be exp
fe s the full potential of its progres:
~ social developmen
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